
National Infrastructure 
Commission:
The challenges and 
opportunities

Ed Beard
Assistant Director

31 March 2023



2

challenges

Too little water– with currently a 1 in 4 chance that large numbers of 
households will have their water supply cut off for an extended period 
because of a severe drought in the next 30 years

Too much water– with currently about 5 million properties in England 
at risk of flooding, including around 325,000 properties at high risk of 
surface water flooding
  
Too dirty water – there is great public concern about the frequency of 
sewer discharges, while the number of serious pollution incidents 
caused by water and sewerage companies in 2021 was the highest since 
2013
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Surface Water Flooding



6

From the future

What changed?

100 years of evolution 

Butwas it time for revolution?
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